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IA 4 Seas and Ocean

Research and innovation 
from long to short term

Broad scope on protect, 
restore and sustainably 
use marine biological 

resources 

EU funding so far: 347M€

Sustainable blue 
economy 

partnership

Structuring and co-
funding R&I with MS

60 Partner institutions 
from 25 countries

First call published 13 
Feb

EU funding so far: 83M€

Total expected EU 
funding: 150 M€
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• Protect at least 30% and strictly protect 10%  EU’s sea areas

• Restore 25.000 km free flowing rivers

• Marine nature restoration targets (incl. degraded seabeds, coastal ecosystems) 

PROTECT AND RESTORE MARINE

AND FRESHWATERS ECOSYSTEMS

AND BIODIVERSITY

• Reduce by at least 50% plastic litter 

• Reduce  by at least 30% microplastics

• Reduce by at least 50% nutrient losses, chemical pesticides  

PREVENT AND ELIMINATE

POLLUTION OF OUR OCEANS, 

SEAS AND WATERS

• Net zero maritime emissions

• Zero carbon aquaculture, 

• Low carbon multipurpose use of marine space  

MAKE THE BLUE ECONOMY

CARBON- NEUTRAL AND

CIRCULAR

Digital Ocean and Waters Knowledge system Public mobilization and engagement

ENABLERS

Mission objectives and targets

Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030



55

Mission 
lighthouses: 
spaces of 
transformation to 
pilot, demonstrate, 
develop and 
deploy the Mission 
activities across 
the EU 

Danube river basin Atlantic & Arctic coast

Mediterranean sea 

basin
Baltic & North sea basin

PROTECT AND RESTORE

MARINE AND FRESHWATERS

ECOSYSTEMS AND

BIODIVERSITY

PREVENT AND ELIMINATE

POLLUTION OF OUR

OCEAN, SEAS AND

WATERS

MAKE THE BLUE

ECONOMY CARBON-
NEUTRAL AND CIRCULAR
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Enabler 1: 
Digital Ocean and Waters Knowledge System
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Enabler 1 - Digital Ocean and Waters 
Knowledge system

2
0
2
3

2
0
2
1

Integration of socio-ecological models 
into the Digital Twin Ocean, RIA, 10M€

eDNAqua-plan- A Plan towards an eDNA reference library and data 

repository for Aquatic Organisms, navigating Europe towards the next 

generation biodiversity monitoring

DTO-BioFlow– Integration of biodiversity monitoring data into the Digital Twin 
Ocean
DIGI4ECO- Digital Twin-sustained 4D ecological monitoring of restoration in fishery 
depleted areas

2
0
2
2

Integration of biodiversity monitoring 
data into the Digital Twin Ocean

IA - 10M€

Towards a European e-DNA library 
of marine and freshwater species 

CSA - 2M€

EDITO-Model Lab - Underlying models for the European DIgital Twin 
Ocean - EDITO-Model Lab

Underlying models for the European 
Digital Twin Ocean, IA - 7M€

Public Infrastructure for the 
European Digital Twin Ocean

IA, IBA - 3M€ 
EDITO-Infra - EU Public Infrastructure for the European DIgital Twin Ocean

Roadmap towards the integration of 
inland waters into the Digital Twin 

Ocean, CSA - 2M€

4 projects

1 project



88

Co-creation and co-design

• Co-design of Mission

• Citizen Assemblies

Citizen Science

• ERA Plastic Pirates

• CSA Citizen Science

Education, Literacy & Awareness

•EU4Ocean coalition

•Youth engagement

•Student and school initiatives (Blue Schools)

•Choose your fish campaign

Stewardship and volunteering

• Community-driven business models 

Enabler 2:
Public Mobilisation
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Mission Ocean and 

Waters service portal | 

Research and Innovation 

(europa.eu)

https://projects.research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters/mission-ocean-and-waters-service-portal
https://projects.research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters/mission-ocean-and-waters-service-portal
https://projects.research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters/mission-ocean-and-waters-service-portal
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CALL - EUR  114 million for calls for proposals
20 projects on-going
EUR 116 million EU funding (EUR 123 M€ total project cost)

CALL - EUR 116 million for calls for proposals
20 projects ongoing
EUR 118,4 million funding (EUR 130,6 M€ total project cost)

CALL – EUR 110 million for calls for proposals
26 projects under grant preparation
EUR 119 million funding 

2021

2022

2023

Horizon Europe: Mission Ocean Calls and projects
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Objective 1

European Blue Parks
Portfolio of projects

European blue parks: 

Protection and restoration of 

marine habitats

IA - 8.8 M€

2
0
2
3

European blue parks: 

Protection and restoration 

solutions for degraded 

coastal and marine habitats

IA - 17M€

PROTECT BALTIC- Enabling comprehensive effective and efficient 
protection and restoration measures for a resilient Baltic Sea ecosystem

EFFECTIVE- Enhancing social well-being and economic prosperity by 
reinforcing the eFFECTIVEness of protection and restoration management 
in Mediterranean MPAs

2
0
2
2

CITIZENOCEAN - Marine forest coastal restoration: an underwater 
gardening socio-ecological plan 

BLUE4ALL - Blueprint demonstration for co-created effective, efficient and 
resilient networks of MPAs

European Blue Parks

IA - 17M€

2
0
2
1

Strict protection, restoration and co-management of Marine Protected Areas 
to ensure effective ecosystem conservation and improved connectivity of 
Blue Corridors
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The EU Blue Parks Community | Research and Innovation 
(europa.eu)

https://projects.research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters/eu-blue-parks-community
https://projects.research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters/eu-blue-parks-community
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From MOBILISATION to SUPPORT and DELIVERY   
by the Mission COMMUNITIES 

MOBILISING

Lighthouses, CSAs
(structuring, hubs, etc.)

Charter (500+ actions)

Fora, awards (‘22-23)

Mission projects (‘21-23)

Mission label (‘24)

SUPPORTING

-Services, feasibility
studies, (PP 4MEUR, WP 
22)

-Cascading grants, 
Coalitions (50m, Calls 24)

-Mission Implementation
Platform (MIP) –service 
portal 

- Association of 100 
Regions to Mission 
projects

-Blue Parks community

DEPLOYING

Financing the transition:

Blue Champions (EIB) 

Synergies with structural 
funds (Regions), RRF, 
EMFAF, philantropies

European Solidarity Corps

Matchmaking (Mission 
Forum 24, MIP) 

Scaling-up and replicating
(2024-25 WP)

MARINE CONSERVATION
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15 Member States 

Belgium, Denmark, Estonia, 

Finland, France, Germany, 

Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 

Lithuania, Norway, Poland, 

Portugal, Romania, Spain 

supported the Mission through 

political statement and by 

endorsing the Mission Charter.

Mission Ocean & Waters: an ever-growing interest
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The Mission Charter is meant to 

mobilize all stakeholders to achieve 

the goals of the Mission, strengthening 

cooperation, aligning efforts and 

achieving critical mass for the 

transformational change needed to 

restore our oceans and waters. by 

2030.

Mission 

Charter
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Be part of the Mission: adhere to the Charter

Adhere to the Charter by filling-in the form on EUSurvey - Survey 
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-

calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters_en

Restore our Ocean and Waters (europa.eu)

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/MissionOceanWatersCharter
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters_en
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Over 550 actions 

submitted with 457 

actions accepted 

and visible to the 

Mission Atlas

Budget mobilised: 

€4,28 billion

Mission Charter actions

MED

Danube 

Atlantic 

Arctic

Baltic 

North Sea



2020

Pledges by basin 
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https://maritime-forum.ec.europa.eu/theme/research/mission-ocean-and-waters_en
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Upcoming EVENTS

• Mission Ocean and Waters Forum and matchmaking: Brussels, 4-5 March 2024

Mission “Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030” Annual Forum: towards 2030 - European Commission (europa.eu)

within the European Ocean Days

• 2nd Blue Parks Community Workshop: Brussels 7 March 2024

Back2back to the Mission Forum

• UN Ocean Decade Conference, Barcelona, 10-12  April 2024

2024 Ocean Decade Conference | UNESCO

• Our Ocean – An Ocean of potential, Athens, 15-17 April 2024 

Our Ocean - An Ocean of Potential (ourocean2024.gov.gr)

• Digital Twin Ocean Forum , Brussels 13 June 2024

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/events/upcoming-events/mission-restore-our-ocean-and-waters-2030-annual-forum-towards-2030-2024-03-05_en
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/2024-ocean-decade-conference
https://ourocean2024.gov.gr/
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European Digital Twin Ocean - Launch of the 1st EDITO-Infra Demonstration Call - EDITO-Infra

https://edito-infra.eu/news/launch-of-the-1st-edito-infra-demonstration-call/
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#MissionOcean 

#EUmissions  

#HorizonEU
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