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Union of the Baltic Cities

• Leading network of cities and municipalities in 
the Baltic Sea Region established 30+ years ago.

• Today over 70 member cities in 
9 countries around the Baltic Sea.

• 8 thematic Commissions focusing on 
sustainable development, urban planning, 
youth, health, culture, safety, education and 
business.



UBC Sustainable Cities Commission 

• UBC Sustainable Cities Commission –
Secretariat in Turku, Finland.

• Supporting the development of green, 
resilient and attractive urban 
environment.

• Coordination of the UBC Sustainability 
Action Programme 2030



UBC Sustainability Action Programme 2030

• Guiding document for the whole UBC network in the work 
for sustainable development in BSR.

• Five core topics and respective proposals of actions.

• WATER: Healthy and sustainably managed water
ecosystems.



UBC Sustainability Action Programme 2030

Jointly identified signals, challenges, and goals for the next 
decade in the Baltic Sea Region:

• Cities’ commitment to reduce pollution of the Baltic Sea

• Strengthening implementation of HELCOM BSAP

• Protecting the ecological health of receiving water bodies
(rivers, streams, wetlands, groundwater)

• Increasing application of integrated stormwater 
management

• Strengthening implementation of blue-green infrastructure
and water centered urban planning
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Segment

Eutrophication, Hazardous substances and litter

BSAP Actions  

• HT24 Facilitate exchange of information on best available treatment techniques for wastewater treatment plants 
through cooperation with existing regional digital platform(s) acting as a hub for the best knowledge in the wastewater 
management sector.

• E25 Encourage educational cooperation with involvement of relevant non-governmental organizations utilizing such 
regional digital platform(s) to solve problems of municipal sewage in smaller municipalities and scattered settlements.

HELCOM Recommendations

• HELCOM Recommendation 28E/5 on Municipal wastewater treatment

• HELCOM Recommendation 23/5-Rev.1 HELCOM Recommendation on Reduction of discharges from urban areas by 
proper management of storm water systems

Connection to the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP)



HT24 Facilitate exchange of information on best available treatment techniques for wastewater treatment plants 
through cooperation with existing regional digital platform(s) acting as a hub for the best knowledge in the 
wastewater management sector.

Connection to the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP)

BSR WATER project – to enhance cross-sectoral
cooperation in sustainable water management 
through
• transnational experience exchange, 
• developing regional policy recommendations 

for storm water management, nutrient 
recycling and hazardous substances

Based on results from seven projects: 
IWAMA, BEST, iWATER, RBR, Manure 
Standards, Village Waters, CliPlive.

www.bsrwater.eu

http://www.bsrwater.eu/


Connection to the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP)

EMPEREST – Eliminating Micro-Pollutants from Effluents for REuse STrategies
Duration: January 2023 – December 2025

The holistic approach to the elimination of micropollutants (incl. PFAS) incorporates 
regional strategies for monitoring and assessment, technological advances in 
wastewater treatment, and risk management assessment for cities.

interreg-baltic.eu/project/emperest/

• 14 partners: Finland, Estonia, 
Germany, Poland, Lithuania, 
Latvia

• science-practise-policy
cooperation



HT24 Facilitate exchange of information on best available treatment techniques for wastewater treatment plants 
through cooperation with existing regional digital platform(s) acting as a hub for the best knowledge in the 
wastewater management sector.

Connection to the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP)

Baltic Smart Water Hub – online
portal enabling exchange of 
practical experience and promotion 
of local achievements in the region.

Showcasing 116 good practices, 
technical solutions, tools and 
innovations in four water areas.



Baltic Smart Water Hub – tested solutions for local uptake

• Synthesized results of 15 
transnational projects from 
different funding sources. 

• Space for networking with 25 
experts providing support in the 
Hub.

• Showcasing best available 
techniques for  waste-, storm-
and freshwater treatment.









Implementation of validated tools: Extreme Weather Layer, Green Area Factor

EWL tool for spatial planning and flood risk mitigation, 
reduce overflows of nutrients and harmful substances 
into receiving water (NOAH project).

Green Area Factor tool for planning of 
sufficient green infrastructure in a dense 
urban environment (iWATER project).



INSPIRING OTHERS

The Baltic Smart Water Hub intention has been to collect and take forward concrete actions that
have been developed and successfully implemented in different cities. 

By showcasing already tested solutions and tools we aim to promote a discussion and 
communicate existing good practices and success factors.

Welcome to submit your solutions to the Hub through an online form and share it with your peers!

Hub international expert network – discuss, cooperate, co-create!



CHALLENGES TO OVERCOME

The challenges are usually the same, independently what country we are in: 

1. Lack of clear vision and goal for actions, weak coordination and follow-up

- Based on lack of information, solutions, tools. This is usually a result of weak networking 
capacities (weak access to best possible excellence & knowledge)

2. Lack of resources

- Funding is usually available then the business plan is done but it is dependent on point 1.

The challenge to overcome is to increase the interaction between stakeholders and expert 
organizations.



ALWAYS ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT

1. Beside the national discussion and interaction, look for good practices and success factors on 
the international arena! The technological and good practice development take place in many 
different locations. 

2. Baltic Sea is a common shared resource and needs collective action from all stakeholders (local, 
regional and national authorities, academia, practitioners, private sector and citizens); strengthen 
the dialog with your local water stakeholder ecosystem.  

3. We have the tested and validated practices and solutions, but we need to accelerate local 
application. We don´t know everything but we know enough to act!



Thank you!
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