
Vacancy in the HELCOM Secretariat: GIS trainee 
 

The Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission - Helsinki Commission (HELCOM) is an 
intergovernmental organization (Denmark, Estonia, the European Union, Finland, Germany, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Russia and Sweden) with its headquarters (Secretariat) in Helsinki, Finland, 
working to protect the marine environment of the Baltic Sea. At present, we are around 30 staff 
members at the HELCOM Secretariat, and our working language is English. We offer an open, 
friendly, dynamic and energetic, often fast-paced, international working environment offering all 
staff members the opportunity to make a meaningful contribution to achieving our common goals. 
For more information about HELCOM, please visit our home page: www.helcom.fi. 

One of HELCOM’s tasks is to act as information and data hub giving access of the general public to 
environmental information on the Baltic Sea. For this purpose, various tools and activities are 
undertaken to provide informative reports and quality assured data and data products.   

The HELCOM Secretariat is now looking for an enthusiastic GIS trainee to join the staff to assist in 
various tasks carried out to support the work of HELCOM. 

The traineeship will start during the first quarter of 2021 and the duration will be from 3 to 5 
months.  

 
Tasks 
The trainee assignment will contain the following tasks to be carried out with guidance from 
Secretariat staff:  

- producing updated editions of HELCOM Shipping accidents report; 
- updating and adding new set of shipping density maps in HELCOM Map and Data service and 

HELCOM Metadata catalogue ; 
- producing an updated edition of the HELCOM Annual report on discharges observed during 

aerial surveillance; 
- producing an updated edition of the HELCOM Port Reception Facilities Overview Quality 

control and harmonization of updated HELCOM MPA dataset; 
- creating online data visualizations from existing HELCOM datasets using available tools such 

as ESRI story maps and/or Flourish or other interactive web-based data visualization tool;  
- other related tasks that may be assigned, as appropriate.  

 

Qualifications and experience 
The person to be appointed shall  

- have reached Bachelor level studies in geography/GIS 
- have strong experience in using GIS software and Microsoft office 

A thorough knowledge of the English language and ability to communicate in English is essential. 

If working with big data and complex data formats does not scare you and you are familiar with or 
want to learn about some of the following tools/software: ArcMap, ArcGIS Pro, R, ArcGIS Server / 
Portal, Geonetwork and Flourish, then consider applying for the trainee position.  



 

How to apply? 
Candidates interested in the task descriptions and who consider themselves eligible for the 
traineeship position are invited to submit their application (consisting of a CV and a motivation 
letter) via e-mail to recruitment@helcom.fi no later than 18 January 2021.  


