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Seafloor integrity

Structure and function of benthic ecosystems
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Photos: Lewis Veale &
Marine Conservation Society, UK.
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Suspended sediments
from the trawl doors
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Middleburg 2018: Biogeosciences 15, 413-427 @
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Trawling

Increased nutrient
regeneration
(sometimes)
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Trawling

Increased
remineralisation
(decreased

carbon burial)
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Benthic communities

Sediment
resuspension

Ecosystem function



Coastal and marine
Baltic Sea protected areas
7 HELCOM MPAs 2016
EEZ border between nations
~ Territorial Waters
1 Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)
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