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English name: 

– 

Scientific name: 

Orchestia gammarellus 

Taxonomical group: 

Class: Malacostraca 

Order: Amphipoda  

Family: Talitridae  

Species authority: 

Pallas, 1766 

Subspecies, Variations, Synonyms:  

Orchestia gammarella Pallas, 1766 

Generation length:  

1–2 years 

Past and current threats (Habitats Directive 

article 17 codes):  

Future threats (Habitats Directive article 17 

codes):  

IUCN Criteria:  

– 

HELCOM Red List 

Category: 

DD 

Data Deficient 

Global / European IUCN Red List Category: 

Tourism (cleaning of beaches; G05.05), 

Construction (J02.12.01) 

Habitats Directive:  

– 

Protection and Red List status in HELCOM countries:  

Denmark –/–, Estonia –/–, Finland –/–, Germany –/V (Near threatened, incl. North Sea), Latvia –/–, 

Lithuania –/–, Poland –/–, Russia –/–, Sweden –/– 

 

Distribution and status in the Baltic Sea region  
Orchestia gammarellus is a rare amphipod which lives in a potentially deteriorated habitat in the 

southern and western Baltic Sea. The only recent finding is from Germany. The Swedish data are entirely 

from the 1920s and 1930s but on the other hand the species has not necessarily been looked for more 

recently. 

Outside the HELCOM area the species is transatlantic. The species is widespread and frequently 

recorded on European coasts from western Norway and Iceland to Mediterranean and Black Sea; also 

South-West Africa. 
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Distribution map 
The georeferenced records of species compiled from Persson (1999) and from the databases of the 

Swedish Species Information Centre (Artportalen) and the Leibniz Institute for Baltic Sea Research 

(IOW). 
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Habitat and Ecology 
The species has a wide habitat range from shallow water and intertidal marine and estuarine areas, to 

damp semi terrestrial habitats well away from water. It can most frequently be found beneath decaying 

debris around the high water mark on shingle shores. In the daytime it stays in holes/caves, and comes 

to feed on shoreline debris in night-time. 

Description of major threats 
The species may have suffered from various forms of coastal exploitation which have destroyed or 

deteriorated its habitats. As it is dependent on the decaying algae on shores, it suffers also from 

cleaning of beaches. The main habitat of the species, exposed shingle shores, are nowadays usually 

fenced by coastal constructions like spur dykes to avoid land damage. 

Assessment justification  
The only recent finding for the species is from Germany. The Swedish data is entirely from the 1920s 

and 1930s but on the other hand the species has not necessarily been looked for more recently. There is 

also no Swedish expert opinion available. The current distribution is not known and it is not possible to 

estimate the decline in the population size. The species lives in a potentially deteriorated habitat and 

population declines are suspected. The species is categorized as Data Deficient (DD) in the HELCOM 

area. 

Recommendations for actions to conserve the species 
It is necessary to improve the knowledge of the biology of the species and of the pressures that have 

affected the population before any specific recommendations can be given. 

Common names 
Denmark: mørk sandhopper, Estonia: –, Finland: –, Germany: –, Latvia: –, Lithuania: –, Poland: –, Russia: 

–, Sweden: – 
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