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SPECIES INFORMATION SHEET Inachus phalangium
English name: Scientific name:
Leach's spider crab Inachus phalangium
Taxonomical group: Species authority:
Class: Malacostraca Fabricius, 1775

Order: Decapoda
Family: Inachidae
Subspecies, Variations, Synonyms: Generation length:
Cancer phalangium Fabricius, 1775 (nomen -

protectum)

Cancer satuak Herbst, 1782

Cancer tribulus Linnaeus, 1767 (suppressed,
ICZN Opinion 708)

Inachus dorhynchus Leach, 1814 (synonym)
Inachus dorynchus Leach, 1814

Macropus aracnides Risso, 1816

Past and current threats (Habitats Directive Future threats (Habitats Directive article 17
article 17 codes): codes):

Fishing (bottom trawling; F02.02.01), Fishing (bottom trawling; F02.02.01),
Eutrophication (H01.05) Eutrophication (H01.05)

IUCN Criteria: HELCOM Red List DD

- Category: Data Deficient
Global / European IUCN Red List Category: Habitats Directive:

NE/NE -

Protection and Red List status in HELCOM countries:
Denmark —/—, Estonia —/—, Finland —/—, Germany —/D (Data deficient, incl. North Sea), Latvia —/—,
Lithuania —/—, Poland —/—, Russia —/—, Sweden —/DD

Distribution and status in the Baltic Sea region

Inachus phalangium is a rare species, and within the HELCOM area its main distribution seems to be on
the shallow offshore banks of the Kattegat. However, data is very limited and Danish data is lacking
altogether. Outside the HELCOM area the species is reported from a few localities in the Skagerrak and
one on the western coast of Norway. The species is associated with sea anemones and can therefore be
difficult to sample. Data from Sweden indicate a decline in the Skagerrak (Bohuslan), but the status in
the Kattegat is unknown.
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Distribution map
The records of species obtained from the species database of the Swedish Species Information Centre

(Artportalen).

Observations of Inachus phalangium in the HELCOM area

[ before year 2000 or in 2000

- after year 2000

W observations made in the indicated sub-basins
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Habitat and Ecology

Inachus phalangium is a spider-like crab with long legs. It occurs sparsely on sandy bottoms with stones,
rocks, gravel and shells. Depth distribution is between 10-16 meters approximately. The species is
known to associate with different species of sea anemones, and can therefore be difficult to detect and
sample. Ovigerous females and larvae have been detected in all months.

Description of major threats

The species is probably negatively affected by the intense bottom trawling, both directly by being
caught as bycatch and indirectly by the sedimentation caused by trawling. It is probably also negatively
affected by eutrophication that leads to increased sedimentation of the habitat.

Assessment justification

Only very limited data from the Kattegat is available. Data from the Skagerrak indicate a decline, but the
trend in the Kattegat is unclear. The species is rare, and difficult to detect and sample due to its ecology.
The information available is thus insufficient to determine which of the redlist categories that is most
likely. The species is categorized as Data Deficient (DD).

Recommendations for actions to conserve the species

It is difficult to suggest specific measures. In general the negative effects of eutrophication and trawling
on marine biotopes need to be reduced. More information on the species distribution and status within
the HELCOM area is needed.

Common names
Denmark: —, Estonia: —, Finland: —, Germany: —, Latvia: —, Lithuania: —, Poland: —, Russia: —, Sweden: —

References

Artsdatabanken 2010. Norwegian Red List 2010. Species information available at
http://www.artsportalen.artsdatabanken.no/#/Rodliste2010/Vurdering/Inachus+phalangium/21722

Bjelke, U., Karlsson, A., Sandstrém, J., Agrenius, S., Berggren, H., Berggren, M., Cedhagen, T., Edsman, L.,
Hansson, H. G., Kautsky, H., Lingdell, P.-E., Lundin, K., Lundalv, K., Schander, C. & Smith, S. 2010.
Kraftdjur — Crustaceans. Crustacea. In Gardenfors, U. (ed.) Rodlistade arter i Sverige 2010 — The 2010
Red List of Swedish Species. ArtDatabanken, SLU, Uppsala. P. 487—493. Red List categories available
also at http://www.artfakta.se/GetSpecies.aspx?SearchType=Advanced

Hansson, H.G. 1998. Sydskandinaviska marina flercelliga evertebrater. Utgava 2.

Hayward, P. J & Ryland, J. S. (eds). 2002. Handbook of the Marine Fauna of North-West Europe.

Lundin, K. 2004. Inachus phalangium. Artfaktablad. Artdatabanken, SLU. 2010-01-19. Available at
http://www.artfakta.se/Artfaktablad/Inachus_Phalangium_102848.pdf

Marine Species Identification Portal. Available at http://species-
identification.org/species.php?species group=crustacea&id=200

Rachor, E., Bonsch, R., Boos, K., Gosselck, F., Grotjahn, M., Glinther, C.-P., Gusky, M., Gutow, L., Heiber,
W., Jantschik, P., Krieg, H.-J., Krone, R., Nehmer, P., Reichert, K., Reiss, H., Schroder, A., Witt, J. &
Zettler, M. L. 2012. Rote Liste und Artenliste der bodenlebenden wirbellosen Meerestiere. Vierte
Fassung, Stand Dezember 2007, einzelne Aktualisierungen bis 2012. Naturschutz und Biologische
Vielfalt 70(2). Bundesamt fir Naturschutz.

Rowley, S. 2008. Inachus phalangium. Leach's spider crab. Marine Life Information Network: Biology and
Sensitivity Key Information Sub-programme [on-line]. Plymouth: Marine Biological Association of the
United Kingdom. [cited 07/08/2012]. Available from:
http://www.marlin.ac.uk/speciesinformation.php?species|D=3562

Swedish Species Gateway. Swedish Species Information Centre and Swedish Environmental Protection
Agency. Available at www.artportalen.se.

© HELCOM Red List Benthic Invertebrate Expert Group 2013
www.helcom.fi > Baltic Sea trends > Biodiversity > Red List of species



http://www.artsportalen.artsdatabanken.no/#/Rodliste2010/Vurdering/Inachus+phalangium/21722
http://www.artfakta.se/GetSpecies.aspx?SearchType=Advanced
http://www.artfakta.se/Artfaktablad/Inachus_Phalangium_102848.pdf
http://species-identification.org/species.php?species_group=crustacea&id=200
http://species-identification.org/species.php?species_group=crustacea&id=200
http://www.marlin.ac.uk/speciesinformation.php?speciesID=3562
http://www.artportalen.se/

v NT DD LC

SPECIES INFORMATION SHEET Inachus phalangium

World Register of Marine Species WoRMS. Available at
http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=107333

© HELCOM Red List Benthic Invertebrate Expert Group 2013
www.helcom.fi > Baltic Sea trends > Biodiversity > Red List of species



http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=107333

