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SPECIES INFORMATION SHEET Gobio gobio
English name: Scientific name:
Gudgeon Gobio gobio
Taxonomical group: Species authority:
Class: Actinopterygii Linnaeus, 1758
Order: Cypriniformes
Family: Cyprinidae
Subspecies, Variations, Synonyms: — Generation length: 3.5 years
Past and current threats (Habitats Directive Future threats (Habitats Directive article 17
article 17 codes): codes):
IUCN Criteria: HELCOM Red List NA
- Category: Not Applicable
Global / European IUCN Red List Category: Habitats Directive:
LC/LC

Previous HELCOM Red List Category (2007): NT

Protection and Red List status in HELCOM countries:

Denmark —/LC, Estonia —/DD, Finland —/LC, Germany —/D (Data deficient, Baltic Sea), Latvia —/—,
Lithuania —/—, Poland —/—, Russia —/—, Sweden —/LC

Distribution and status in the Baltic Sea region

The gudgeon is a freshwater species which occurs rarely in brackish water. It is reported from some
shallow sea areas in Estonia, in the Russian part of the Gulf of Finland and in the Curonian Lagoon but it
is believed that reproduction is restricted to freshwater. There might be some misreporting of other
species as gudgeon, such as the invasive alien species whitefinned gudgeon (Romanogobio alpinnatus).

This makes the distribution within the HELCOM area somewhat uncertain.
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Gudgeon. Photo by Vivica von Vietinghoff, Deutsches Meeresmuseum.
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Habitat and ecology

The gudgeon prefers river and lake habitat with sand or gravel substrate. It is a bottom dwelling,
gregarious fish feeding on benthic invertebrates. It reaches maturity at 1-3 years at a size of 10 cm and
is reported to live for a maximum of 8 years reaching a maximum size of 20 cm. Spawning takes place
during early summer in shallow areas. This is a morphological very versatile species and concern has
been raised that G. gobio might be a complex of several species.

Description of major threats
No major threats known.

Assessment justification

There is no indication of reproduction within the Baltic Sea or Kattegat. Furthermore, the species does
not have a significant part of the population spending a significant part of their lifetime within the
HELCOM saline area and hence this species is considered Not Applicable for the assessment.

Recommendations for actions to conserve the species

No protection actions currently needed in the HELCOM area but species identity should be verified in
different areas and the existence of reproducing gudgeon with the saline area should be investigated.
Finally, information on habitats and population size in the basin of the Gulf of Finland should be
collected.

Common names
D -Grindling; ES —riint; GB -Gudgeon ; DK -Grundling; FIN —Toro; LV -Grundulis ; LT -GruZlys; PL -Kietb
krotkowasy; RU -Obyknovennij peskar'; S —Sandkrypare

References

Estonian eBiodiversity. Red List 2008 results and species information available at
http://elurikkus.ut.ee/prmt.php?lang=eng

Freyhof, J. (2011). Gobio gobio. IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version 2012.2.
www.iucnredlist.org. (vieved 20 February 2013)

Froese, R., Pauly, D. (eds.) (2011). FishBase. World Wide Web electronic publication. Available at:
www.fishbase.org, version (02/2013).

HELCOM (2007). HELCOM Red list of threatened and declining species of lampreys and fish of the Baltic
Sea. Baltic Sea Environmental Proceedings No. 109. Helsinki Commission, Helsinki. 40 pp.

HELCOM (2012). Checklist of Baltic Sea Macro-species. Baltic Sea Environment Proceedings No. 130.
Helsinki Commission, Helsinki. 203 pp.

Thiel, R., Winkler, H., Bottcher, U., Danhardt, A., Fricke, R., George, M. Kloppmann, M., Schaarschmidt,
T., Ubl, C. & Vorberg, R. (2013). Rote Liste und Gesamtartenliste der etablierten Neunaugen und
Fische (Petromyzontida, Elasmobranchii & Actinopterygii) der marinen Gewasser Deutschlands. 5.
Fassung, Stand August 2013. Naturschutz und Biologische Vielfalt 70(2): 11-76.

Wind, P. & Pihl, S. (eds.). (2004—-2010). The Danish Red List. - The National Environmental Research
Institute, Aarhus University [2004]-. http://redlist.dmu.dk (updated April 2010). Species information
available at http://bios.au.dk/videnudveksling/til-myndigheder-og-saerligt-
interesserede/redlistframe/soegart/

oM
(9}

© HELCOM Red List Fish and Lamprey Species Expert Group 2013 :

www.helcom.fi > Baltic Sea trends > Biodiversity > Red List of species Y

HE


http://elurikkus.ut.ee/prmt.php?lang=eng
http://bios.au.dk/videnudveksling/til-myndigheder-og-saerligt-interesserede/redlistframe/soegart/
http://bios.au.dk/videnudveksling/til-myndigheder-og-saerligt-interesserede/redlistframe/soegart/

