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Background
The major focus of this international Stakeholder Conference is on the implementation of the
strategic HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan to drastically reduce pollution to the marine
environment and restore its good ecological status by 2021. Senior Government Officials,
representatives of science and business communities, and various organizations from
around the Baltic Sea are invited to participate and discuss political, economic and scientific
pre-requisites for timely and successfully achieving a healthy Baltic Sea.
A good knowledge basis grounded on thematic assessments of the marine environment, the
economic perspectives of protecting the marine environment and regional co-operation for
taking cost-effective measures are of utmost importance for putting the Baltic Sea Action
Plan into practice, and these are three essential building blocks for successfully
implementing it. Therefore, the theme of the 2009 HELCOM Stakeholder Conference is
“Building blocks for a cost-effective implementation of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan”.
HELCOM’s plan is considered an initiative of the highest political importance in the region.
The Baltic Sea, which can be called the motorway for growth and prosperity of the region,
has enormous importance to all of us. The long term economic and social well-being of the
85 million people living in the catchment area of the Baltic Sea highly depends on the state of
the marine environment and therefore, the implementation of the plan will not only restore a
healthy environment but also will be a driving force for growth and employment.
HELCOM’s plan has already been heralded as a forerunner for other regional seas. It is the
first bold attempt by a regional marine protection commission to implement the innovative
eco-system approach to obtain a good environmental status of the marine environment. The
HELCOM plan has also been seen as instrumental in implementing obligations under other
international legislative frameworks, such as the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD),
the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) and the EU Marine Strategy
Framework Directive (MSFD) and EU Maritime Policy. The currently evolving the EU
Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region is also expected to draw heavily from the HELCOM Baltic
Sea Action Plan in its environmental as well as safety and security pillars.
HELCOM has obligations to measure, monitor and assess what is happening in the Baltic
marine environment and how pressures to the environment are evolving. HELCOM has
made comprehensive thematic assessments covering inputs and their effects on the marine
environment since the 1980s and these findings are the basis for identifying priorities for
actions. Recently these obligations have been fulfilled by elaborating comprehensive
thematic assessments, covering two of the four environmental priority areas of HELCOM’s
work, namely eutrophication and biodiversity. A thematic assessment on hazardous
substances should be developed during 2009-2010 and one for maritime activities by 2010.
Furthermore, HELCOM Contracting Parties should undertake to produce a holistic
assessment of the status of and pressures to the Baltic Sea marine environment for the
HELCOM Ministerial Meeting which will take place in 2010 in Moscow.

The success of the Baltic Sea Action Plan will largely depend on how all the coastal
countries and involved stakeholders, including international financial organisations, can cooperate to achieve the goal of a healthy Baltic Sea environment. The overall state of the
Baltic Sea can only be further improved through our combined efforts and integrated actions.
And HELCOM has a very important role in ensuring that all combined efforts are effective.
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